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Launch of  ‘EV Mithra’ app by BESCOM| EV-charging stations in Bengaluru  
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Kristu Jayanti College got accredited with A++ grade by the NAAC during it’s annual visit 
Abishek NK

National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council 
(NAAC) peer team visit-
ed Kristu Jayanti college 
Autonomous on 16th and 
17th December in the 3rd 
cycle of accreditation. The 
college got accredited as 
the city’s best college with 
an A++ grade and a cumu-
lative grade point average 
(CGPA) of 3.78 out of 4. 
This made Kristu Jayanti 
College Autonomous as the 
first in Karnataka and sec-
ond-best college in India. 
The college is run by 
Bodhi Niketan Trust. 
It accomplished a num-
ber of milestones with-
in the short span of time. 

The college submitted 
the Self-study report to 
NAAC in April 2021. 
The other parameters were 
assessed via data validation 
and other process of verifi-

cation. The educational in-
stitutions are assessed based 
on seven criterias which in-
cludes teaching, infrastruc-
ture and learning resourc-
es available for students. 

The city-based college has 
also become the young-
est college to achieve this 
within a time span of twen-
ty-one years. The college 
was also awarded for clean 
and green campus by the 
Government of India ear-
lier this year which was 
a commendable achieve-
ment by the institution. 
 The students said that they 
were overwhelmed with 
this achievement. “I attri-
bute the achievement to 
the team of management, 
staff, students, alumni and 
the stake holders” stated Fr 
Augustine George, princi-
pal, Kristu Jayanti college, 
Autonomous, Bengaluru. 

The Bangalore Electricity 
Supply Company Limited 
(BESCOM) has released 
the ‘EV Mithra’ app to as-
sist consumers in finding 

electric vehicle charging 
stations in Bengaluru. “The 
company has already in-
stalled 136 charging outlets 
at 74 locations throughout 

the city,” a senior BES-
COM official said.
The EV-charging stations 
will be open from 6 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. every day, ac-
cording to BESCOM, but 
many city vehicle owners 
are unaware of the facility. 
BESCOM created an app, 
dubbed EV Mithra, to raise 
awareness about charging 
stations. Two charger vari-
ants – AC001 and DC001 
– are currently available, 
according to BESCOM 
sources. The AC001 can 
charge three automobiles 
at once, while the DC001 
can only charge one vehi-
cle. Throughout the next 
months, he added, they 
hope to install additional 

300 EV charging stations 
in Bengaluru, including 
the Bengaluru Metro, civic 
body, retail malls, and pub-
lic areas. The government 
is also working to make 
charging stations a require-
ment for housing complex-
es, shopping malls, and 
structures. Both Android 
and iOS users can get this 
software. 
On the Bengaluru-Bel-
gaum motorway, 60 to 70 
places have also been iden-
tified for the installation of 
charging stations. To set 
up these charging stations, 
BESCOM worked with 
several electrical energy 
providers throughout the 
state.

Mansi Saha

Omicron disturbing 
Bengaluru school 
and college life

India reported 9,765 new 
cases and 477 fatalities on 
Thursday. The Omicron va-
riety of Covid-19 has posed 
a new threat to us, therefore 
schools and colleges in Ben-
galuru are going to switch 
back to online lessons. “The 
exposure that I get in offline 
classrooms, I don’t get in 
online classes, and they get 
really monotonous,” says 
Fatima. “Online classes are 
very distracting and cause 
mental and physical health 
concerns, so we need to 
take care of ourselves and 
our surroundings,” says 
Ashmita, a student at Kristu 
Jayanti College. 
According to an article pub-
lished in NCB news eighty-
four percent of remote 
students reported exhaus-
tion, headaches, insomnia 
or other stress-related ail-
ments, compared to eighty 
two percent of students 
who were  in the classroom 
on some days and seventy 
eight percent of students 
who were in the classroom 
full time.
Covid restrictions and 
protocols  must be followed 
to avoid further spread .
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Kristu Jayanti college, Autonomous, Bengaluru the second-best college in India

A great move towards a greener future: EV Mithra App

Kristu Jayanti college got A++ by NAAC and awarded clean and green 
campus by Government of India
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Interview

Debashis Mitra: Journey to music

A well-known guitarist 
around church street. He 
has played in Third wave 
Coffee Roasters, Roasters 
Guitars for other various 
clubs. Debashis Mitra is a 
passionate guy working in 
and around Bengaluru, he 
mostly is at these locations 
doing what he loves best 
and imparting his knowl-
edge among the people 
around him. 
1. What made you want to 
move out here to a place 
like Bengaluru what you 
mean by I saw potential 
for me?
Well, this is a city of many 
opportunities and it is one 
of the best cities to explore 
career options. My career is 
just starting and I am enjoy-
ing myself. I find Bangalore 
a great place to pursue my 
dream and ultimate passion 
of music. The lifestyle here 
is different from Pondicher-
ry where I am originally 

from.
2. How did you get into 
music as in who influ-
enced you to get into this 
field? 
My dad was a great artist 
himself; he did take me on 
tours in and around Pondi-
cherry. There is a lot of 
French influence, he played 
the guitar in places like 
The Sacred Heart, Freedom 
Jams, Pondy music festival 
etc. I find Bangalore to be a 
place that gives off more vi-
brance and meaning to life.
 3. Describe the music that 
you would typically create 
being a musician?
I experiment with my music 
and record beats. My aim is 
to make music for the soul. 
Something where everyone 
can connect spiritually or 
emotionally through their 
own experiences. Jazz, us-
ing of saxophones, trum-
pets, it all depends on my 
mood. I sit and write and 
play the guitar, first is to 
write the lyrics next is to go 
to the studio and record.
4. Musicians always have 
a favourite place to strum 
a melody or perform. 
What are your favourite 
places to do so? 
My favourite spots are Hard 
Rock Café, B flat Lounge. 
I have hosted some small 

events in Jayanagar during 
my very starting stages 
where I got some kind of 
recognition. 
5. How do you feel about 
the internet and how has 
it impacted the musical 
industry? 
It has impacted our lives 
a lot not just music, it has 
made a huge change in us. 
Having such a reach I know 
there were radios but not 
everyone had the luxury 
of radios, all of us as kids 
would go out and explore, 
but now everyone has an 
internet connection in the 
most isolated places there 
is some kind of internet that 
is available to us. There are 
a variety of platforms like 
Spotify that boosts an artist 
in different forms. The ex-
posure that the new artists 
are receiving is tremen-
dously shocking. People 
from abroad can also lis-
ten to Indian music if they 
wanted to. 
6. If u wanted to bring 
any change to the music 
industry, what would it 
be? 
Oh, I would definite change 
the current music trends be-
cause me personally don’t 
think its heading in the 
right direction I feel as if 
I’m not listening to what 

Cosmopolitan cities like 
Bengaluru are famous  
visiting cities for people 
from different places.
They have different cul-
tural backgrounds. But  
instead of enjoying this 
place, most people are 
leading a depressed life 
due to their daily stress-
ful routine. Even teenag-
ers are affected because 
of their never ending  
workload. People are less 
concerned about men-
tal health. They are only 
keen on maintaining their  
physical health. A place 
in Bengaluru called Chai 
3:16 is completed dedi-
cated on understanding 
one’s self and a place for 
making new friends. It 
benefits the people who 
are having the problem 
of depression and anx-
iety. The people who 
work or rather provide 
their services in that 
place dedicate them-
selves to spending time 
with their customers who 
are in need of compa-
ny.The ambiance of the 
place is so pleasing for 
the customers in various 
aspects. Chai 3:16 is lo-
cated in K Narayanapura 
near Kothanur. While the 
world is filled with  hus-
tle bustle everywhere, it 
puts people in situations 
where they get easily 
worked up. This place 
provides an escape from 
such chaos. In this daily 
hustle of life, people are 
not even aware of the fact 
that they are into depres-
sion. Figuring out one’s 
ownself , the problems 
or difficulties that an in-
dividual faces in life is 
more important to un-
derstand and overcome. 
Chai 3:16’s main purpose 
of exisistence revolves 
around the above men-
tioned idea. It is rare to 
find such places in a city 
like Bengaluru where 
people help you remove 
your blindfold that helps 
bring clarity of thoughts 
and how you percieve 
yourself. They believe 
in  ‘more of listening 
and less of speaking’. 

C h a i  3 : 1 6  Te a 
f o r  t h e  d i s c o v -
e r y  o f  o n e ’ s 
o w n  s o u l , 
m i n d ,  b o d y 
a n d  f r i e n d -
s h i p s
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Abishek NK

is really called music. Five 
years ago, the people who 
made music or even before 
way back where Michael 
Jackson, The Beatles, El-
ton John were the music 
industry. Nowdays it’s just 
a catchy beat and that’s all 
it takes for it to win awards. 
There is lack of meaningful 
songs to reflect and ponder 
on, foul language is filled in 
songs why can’t you just be 
normal and vent out in most 
beautiful of ways that’s 
possible 2016 music was 
the last for me ever since 
then I have been my own 
singer and my audience 
that’s how I get better at 
what I do because you are 
your best critic. 
7. Who inspired you to be 
here?
My dad as I mentioned is 
the person who inspired me 
and is the reason why I am 
here today. He was such a 
good person to me. More 
than a dad he was my best 
friend who always believed 
in me more than I did in 
myself. He told me that I 
was better than him which I 
don’t think is true but dads 
are always like that. I am 
proud to be his son. He is 
talented and down to earth 
who believed in making 
music for everyone.

Ashmita Adhikari

Bengaluru is evolving, 
few years ago, the repu-
tation of the city for being 
a tech capital appeared to 
be on the decay. All things 
considered, India’s IT in-
dustry is developing at a 
high speed, and Bengalu-
ru isn’t the only place  in 
the country with an abun-
dance of engineering tal-
ents. Although in the past  
years, an ever increasing 
number of innovative or-
ganizations are firing up in 
the city, and they’ve been 
building a-list framework 
and infrastructure to make 
Bengaluru more appeal-
ing. The outcome is a dif-
ferent city. One that is go-
ing to change.At first, the 
influx of organizations into 
the city has expanded the 
quantity of working pro-
fessional living here.  This 
in turn has encouraged the 
increase in demand for 
housing  in the city, espe-

cially in the outskirts and 
along the areas where the  
biggest hubs  like Infosys, 
Wipro, and IBM are found. 
This period saw land costs 
soaring in the outskirts of 
the city, where Bengalu-
ru’s IT organizations have 
generally been found. Ben-
galuru additionally began 
to improve yet couldn’t 

stay up with the unexpect-
ed interest. Therefore huge 
numbers of trees are being 
chopped down to keep up 
with housing and also trav-
elling to and fro.Recently, 
the High Court of Karnata-
ka permitted the Bangalore 
Metro Rail Corporation 
Limited (BMRCL) to cut 
down 577 trees along the 

Nagawara-Gottigere area.
The HC directed the com-
pany to move 212 trees and 
hold 44 trees at other plac-
es along the metro project. 
This bearing was started 
by the Technical Expert 
Committee (TEC). More 
trees need to be planted 
for balancing out the chop-
ping down of trees but the 
amount of time it will take 
for them to grow is another 
concerning factor. People 
need to understand that rap-
id development means rap-
id environmental change, 
it’s important to know 
that although Bengaluru’s 
higher elevation and mod-
erate environment means 
that it doesn’t get covered 
by smog like Gurgaon and 
Delhi. Various independent 
studies  from the past years 
have concluded that trans-
portation is the biggest con-
tributor of dangerous emis-
sions in the city adding up 
to around 40% .

A techy and a fast growing Bengaluru:Boon or a Bane

A towering example of economic growth in Bengaluru



3NOVEMBER | 2021

Bengaluru’s Metro project 

The Bengaluru metro’s 
first 7 Kilometres between 
Byapanahalli and MG Road 
was inaugurated exactly 10 
years ago, giving optimism 
to a city that was spiralling 
deeper into turmoil with 
the rise of private vehicles. 
However, just 64 kilometres 
have been completed so far. 
The Metro project’s delay 
has forced nearly 12 million 
Bengaluru residents to rely 
on private transportation 
to get around the city. Ac-
cording to the Department 
of Urban Land Transport, 
there are at least 9.4 million 
automobiles on Bengaluru’s 
roads (DULT). 
While appreciating the citi-
zens of Bengaluru for their 
cooperation, the managing 
director of Bengaluru Metro 
Rail Corporation (BMRCL) 
acknowledged that there is 
still much work to be done. 
There is still a lot of work 
to be done because only 64 
kilometres were operating at 
the time. 
Only the green line con-
necting Yelachenahalli and 
Nagasandra, as well as 
the purple line connecting 
Byappanahalli and Kengeri, 
are currently operational. 
The Metro has a daily 

readership of around 
500,000, compared to the 
BMTC, which carried over 
4 million passengers or 
over 40% of the city’s com-
muters prior to Covid-19. 
The Metro project began 
in 2007, and because of the 
slow pace of construction, 
only about 5 kilometres of 
operational lines have been 
completed per year. Work 
is currently underway and 
succeeding phases will 
bring the overall length to 
175 kilometres spanning a 
city that would extend to 
over 800 square kilometres 
by December 2024. 
This would need the agency 
to build and operationalize 
55 kilometres every year 
for the next two years, or 
ten times what it has done 
in the previous 13 years. 
According to metro author-
ities, each year of delay 
adds at least 5% to the proj-
ect’s ultimate cost. 
The following phases in-
clude extending lines to 
the Bengaluru Interna-
tional Airport from Silk 
Board, one of the cities, 
if not the country’s, most 
congested intersections. 
Another planned way to 
decongest Bengaluru is 

the 15,767-crore suburban 
rail project, which is only 
expected to be completed 
in 2026. Since the metro 
opened, over 1.41 lakh ve-
hicles have been taken off 
the road, resulting in a sav-
ings of over 13.25 lakh ve-
hicle kilometres, according 
to metro authorities. 
People have remained 
away from public transpor-
tation owing of Covid-19, 
which has increased their 
reliance on private vehicles 
over the previous year and 
a half. 
Poor road quality, inade-
quate public transportation, 
and an increase in private 
vehicles have all contrib-
uted to the city’s deterio-
rating infrastructure, with 
promises of mass mobility 
solutions remaining a dis-
tant and delayed dream, 
causing even more hard-
ships by adding bottlenecks 
to already bad traffic jams. 
Due to air and water pol-
lution, most of the roads in 
Bengaluru have been dug 
up in the name of “smart 
city” and other develop-
mental initiatives. The dust 
and vehicular emissions 
have taken a toll on the 
overall quality of life.

Cast:RimaKallingal, Fahad-
Fazil,Prathap Pothen,Vijay-
Babu
Director:AashiqAbu

Synopsis: The film is narrat-
ing a story about a Malayali 
nurse who is settled in Ben-
galuru. 
It also depicts how some 
major events changed her 
life completely. This mov-
ie adapted the way of the 
old mythological folk tale 
‘Kannaki’. Just like the tale, 
this movie also talks about 
a powerful female character 
who breaks all the stereotyp-
ical knots.

Review: By making this 
movie Aashiq Abu broke 
some major stereotypical 
pathways for women in our 
society. First of all, we all 
should appreciate the brave 
nature of the director Aas-
hiq Abu to come up with 
such a sensitive story. The 
main character in the movie 
is Tessa K Abraham which 
is portrayed by Rima Kall-
ingal. In the beginning, she 
is shown as a feeble woman, 
who doesn’t have any opin-
ion or stands of her own. She 

is afraid to talk her heart 
out. When I first heard the 
song ‘Chillane’ I doubted 
something in the lyrics that 
looked down on the tender-
ness of the female character 
of the film. 
As the song itself says we 
can see the transformation 
of Tessa from a feeble girl 
to a sharp and bold wom-
an. Tessa is a normal nurse 
from Kerala, who works in 
Bangalore, basically an or-
phan with younger sister. 
She is living with two oth-
er girls, while her sister is 
studying in Kochi. 
Like most other Malayali 
nurses, who hope of fly-
ing abroad Tessa also tries 
her luck. Through that, she 
meets Cyril, who is por-
trayed by Fahad Fazil. He is 
working in that recruitment 
agency. They fell in love 
in a very short time and he 
promises her that her visa 
for the trip will be ready 
in two months. She moves 
in with him and after some 
time Cyril leaves for an of-
ficial meeting for a couple 
of days. And it is at that 
time an unexpected guest 
comes and turns the life of 

Tessa upside down.
 Aashiq Abu was able to get 
the most out of each cast, 
but the film is undoubtedly 
Rima Kallingal’s spectacu-
lar performance that sinks 
into the character’s skin. 
It’s interesting to see her 
growth as an artist of ex-
traordinary talent. 
Even her wording and ap-
pearance are in line with her 
perfect strength required by 
a well-written role of writ-
er’s support. Fahad Fazil, 
on the other hand, shines 
as an adorable young entre-
preneur in women’s films. 
On the technical side, Shy-
ju Khalid also supports the 
performance behind the 
camera. 
The editing by Vivek 
Harshan is also commend-
able, but the background 
music for the Rex Vijayan 
and Biji Pal teams is ex-
cellent. Aviyal’s title song 
‘Chillane’ has also been re-
membered for a long time. 
Overall, 22 ‘Female Kotta-
yam’ is a beautiful movie 
which broke many myths 
and stereotypes of our so-
ciety thereby making it a 
must watch. 

Bengaluru hosts its 
famous “Kadalekai 
Parishe” amidst 
Omicron
fever.

Bengaluru has welcomed 
its most famous Kadalekai 
parishe after 2 years amid 
fears of the Omicron vi-
rus. The festival was held 
at Basavangudi in and 
around bull temple and 
Dodda Ganesha. An idol 
of Basava was found by 
Kempe Gowda who built 
a temple in the 16th cen-
tury, called Basavana 
Gudi or Big Bull Temple. 
The Kadalekai parish is 
centred around this tem-
ple and it is believed that 
the Basava or Bull will 
eat the farmer’s peanuts 
and bless them. So people 
still follow this belief and 
participate in this festi-
val with full enthusiasm. 
The three-day festival 
sees peanut sellers line up 
stalls with their fresh har-
vest. Kadalekai Parishe is 
commonly known as the 
Peanut Festival. The pro-
duction of peanuts grown 
in parts of the city was in-
troduced at the exhibition 
for the first time. Farmers 
gather around the bull 
temple every year to seek 
blessings for a bountiful 
harvest. Piles of peanuts 
are kept in colourful stalls 
around bull temple in one 
of Bengaluru’s oldest 
suburbs, near Bugle Rock 
Park. Special offerings 
and prayers are held, and 
worshipers buy peanuts 
on the way home.  
All necessary covid regu-
lations have also been im-
plemented, such as mak-
ing a negative Covid 19 
report for public safety. 
BBMP staff were also 
present to raise aware-
ness of the Covid 19 be-
haviour, and multiple 
mobile testing and vac-
cination units were also 
deployed so that people 
could perform on-site 
Covid 19.

The Problems One 
Faces in Cities Like 
Bengaluru Sanaaz Fathima Khan

Kala pujari
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The life in metro world 
is all glamorous and 
fun until we realize the 
problems that come with 
living in cities. There 
are many advantages in 
making a living in cities 
like Bengaluru, many 
luxuries that come with 
it. We are exposed to 
wider college oppor-
tunities and job offers. 
Everything is technolog-
ically and economically 
evolved and upgraded. 
But there aremany cons 
that come along with 
these pros.The first prob-
lem that we face as a 
whole, is the crowd. The 
population is huge, and 
this leads to congestion 
and cramping. It’s even 
hard to breathe in crowd-
ed areas. Traffic is also 
more. Transportation be-
comes difficult and dan-
gerous. People have a 
hard time to get to work 
and education centers. 
There is constant hustle 
and bustle throughout the 
day. The other problems 
along with that is pow-
er and water shortage. 
To support the gigantic 
population of Bengaluru, 
requires a lot of efforts 
of Government and the 
local authorities.Due to 
the constant building and 
constructions that hap-
pen every day, water and 
power become unavail-
able resources. 
This puts a lot of pressure 
for the residents because 
they must be careful with 
how much water and 
power they use. Some-
times people will have to 
go without power in their 
houses, or shortage of 
water in their daily life. 
Population in Bengaluru 
also comprises poor and 
underprivileged people. 
It is common to see slum 
areas in cities like Ben-
galuru. The rich resides 
comfortably in their lux-
urious complexes while 
the deprived struggle to 
make a living. 
If one decides to live 
and earn a livelihood in 
the cities like Bengal-
uru, he or she will have 
to be prepared to face it 
head on and tackle all the 
above-mentioned short-
comings.

Hrishikesh M J

Arathy M S
Movie Review: 22 Female Kottayam

Heapes of groundnuts displayed 
at Kadlekai parse
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Waste Management in the City is Still in the Primary Level
isn’t made. Accumulation 
of waste  has also increased 
the number of street dogs 
and rodents.” Stated Ara-
thy M S student of Kristu 
Jayanti College.   The peo-
ple are scared of walking 
through these places and 
many parents are not al-
lowing their children to go 
out because they want their 
children to be safe and don’t 
want them to get infect-
ed by any sort of disease. 
The way of thinking 
amongst people should 
change. Being responsible 
citizens, they must avoid 
throwing the wastes onto 
the roadside. They should 
take an initiative on their 
own and put waste bins in 
the necessary places. They 
have to be aware of the en-
vironment and must learn 
to value and protect it.

 Irin P.P Waste management is a 
very important step that 
Bengaluru as a city has to 
take when the term devel-
opment comes into play. 
The people are not taking 
it seriously and even the 
government hasn’t played 
any role in helping curb 
this problem. People are 
throwing the waste on the 
roadside pathways and 
this is directly causing a 
lot of difficulties to the 
livelihood around there. 
In Kothanur, a lot of fam-
ilies and students who are 
living there are faced by 
daily issues that arise from 
the main issue of not hav-
ing proper waste manage-
ment systems. People from 
different places come there 
and dispose the waste. The 
students who are walking 

to the college and schools 
can’t even walk through 
the sides of the roads due 
to the rotting smell and 
sight. During the rainy 
season, it becomes more 
tedious and disgusting for 
them to walk as the waste 
that is accumulated on the 
road flows with the water. 
This can give rise to a lot 
of health issues and can be-
come a means of spreading 
diseases such as malaria, 
dengue, typhoid amongst 
people. The government 
and the concerned authori-
ties are not taking any pre-
cautions or initiating solu-
tions to stop this nuisance.
“Regardless of Bengaluru 
being developed, there is 
no development if the ba-
sic step of having proper 
waste management systems 
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 Bengaluru is also known as the _________ city of India.
 Garden city

 Which of the following premier scientific institutes is present in 
 Bengaluru?
 Indian Institute of Science

 Which is the first metro system in south India?
 Bengaluru Metro

 Where is Bengaluru city’s position in the growing city’s list?
 Second fastest growing

 Which is the ‘Silicon Valley of India’?
 Bengaluru.

Quiz on Metro life 
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The Lulu Group, based in 
the United Arab Emirates, 
launched a new shopping 
complex in Bengaluru on 
Monday and plans to de-
velop two additional prop-
erties in India in the next 
six months, indicating that 
the firm is hopeful about 
long-term retail growth. 
M. A. Yusuff Ali, Chair-
man and Managing Direc-
tor of Lulu Group, said in 
an interview with PTI that 
the company had com-
mitted an investment of 
around Rs 4,500 crore for 
the development of five 

Lulu mall- The latest attraction in Bengaluru

Jack Joy
shopping malls in India. In 
the first phase of its expan-
sion in the country, three of 
which have already opened 
in Kochi, Thrissur, and now 
Bengaluru. 
The Lulu company does 
not own the 8-lakh square 
foot ‘Global Mall’ in Ra-
jajinagar, Bengaluru, but 
it will manage and run the 
building. 
In Kochi, they have one 
huge hypermarket and one 
comparatively small hyper-
market. While in Thrissur, 
we have one small hyper-
market. This is the third hy-

permarket in India (in Ben-
galuru).
Aside from a 2 lakh-square-
foot hypermarket, the Ben-
galuru mall will have a 
60,000-square-foot enter-
tainment zone called Funtu-
ra, which will be the first of 
its type. Two mall projects 
in Trivandrum and Luc-
know have been delayed. 
Yet they will not abandon 
any of their efforts.  
Trivandrum’s upcoming 
mall will open by the end of 
this year, while Lucknow’s 
retail mall will open in the 
starting of 2022.

The Lulu group will manage and run ‘Global Mall’ in Rajajinagar
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Think before you trash it: Unattended waste near Kothanur

The launch of Lulu-Mall with excitment and glitz


