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T
he Bruhat Bengalu-
ru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP) has

commenced issuing notic-
es to owners of vacant sites
for neglecting the land and
turning it into dumping
yards. According to Benga-
luru Solid Waste Manage-
ment Limited (BSWML),
the Revenue Department
has issued over 600 notic-
es in the last three months. 

The action follows
BBMP Chief Commissioner
Tushar Giri Nath issuing an
order on the same, and al-
so directing the Revenue 
Department to include pe-
nalty in the property tax.

Section 18 (1) (b) of the
BBMP Solid Waste Manage-
ment Bye-Law 2020 man-
dates the owners of va-
cant sites and plots to
maintain the property in
clean and hygienic condi-
tion. 

Section 15(2) of the
BBMP Solid Waste Manage-
ment Bye-Laws 2020 strict-
ly prohibits disposal of so-
lid waste by burning at any
premises, roadside, private
or public property, inclu-
ding empty sites. The vio-
lation will attract a penalty
as per Schedule VII of
these bylaws.

Chief Marshal O�cer
Colonel Rajbir Singh (retd.)
told The Hindu that the Re-
venue Department has so
far served more than 600

notices to the owners of va-
cant plots in eight
zones. The notices direct
violators to clear garbage
and advised them to erect
walls (if not built) to avoid
recurrence. At least three
notices will be issued be-
fore the BSWML visits the
site to remove the garbage.

Mr. Singh explained that
after BSWML clears the
waste, the violators will be
penalised and the compa-
ny will also recover the ex-
penditure incurred for the
cleaning drive based on
the quantity of garbage,
employees and vehicles
used for the clearance. Pe-
nalty up to ₹50,000, and
an additional 50% of the
total expenditure cost will
be levied on the violators.

BBMP Special Commis-
sioner (Revenue) Munish
Moudgil said his team is

working on including this
component in the proper-
ty tax system.

Irregular collection
Meanwhile, citizens have
complained of a rise in gar-
bage burning in the city,
even as the leaf fall season
is yet to set in fully. Irregu-
lar collection of dry waste
is said to be contributing to
a rise in garbage burning,
according to marshals de-
ployed across the city to
prevent black spots.

Smitha Rao, a resident
of Uttarahalli, said the dry
leaves piled up by poura-
karmikas by the roadside
are often left uncleared,
and then set on �re. “The
civic body should ensure a
proper mechanism to col-
lect dry leaves,” she said. 

Varun, a resident of J.P.
Nagar 9th Phase, said that

dry waste is regularly set
on �re at an empty site in
the area once every two
weeks. He said even sani-
tary waste is being
dumped in this plot.
“When the waste is set on
�re, smoke �lls the area
causing pollution and pos-
ing a health risk,” he said,
alleging that dry waste col-
lectors set the garbage on
�re.

However, in many other
areas, dry waste collection
itself has become irregular
and citizens have taken to
burning dry waste in emp-
ty sites in their areas, said a
senior marshal.

“This problem is more
severe in the outer zones
than in the core city. More
than 150 wards in the city
have reported instances of
garbage burning recently,”
he said. 

BBMP serves notices over
vacant sites being turned
into dumping grounds 

The notices direct violators to clear garbage and advised them to erect walls.FILE PHOTO

Revenue Department has so far served more than 600 notices to owners in eight zones
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plastic bans and display ap-
propriate signage for rene-
wal. All establishments
must use separate bins for
wet (green) and dry (blue)
waste and manage disposal
scienti�cally.

Businesses establish-
ments can renew licences
for durations ranging from
one to �ve �nancial years
(April to March), renewal
fees must be paid only for
the desired �nancial year,
and payments can be
made online or through
bank challans at Canara
Bank.

As per the deadline, re-
newal fees can be paid
without penalty bet-
ween February 1 and 28,
and 25% penalty will be le-
vied for renewal bet-
ween March 1 and 31. From
April 1, 2025, a 100% penal-
ty will be applicable for de-
layed payments.

Sneha Nandihal, co-
founder, I Change Indira-
nagar, told The Hindu that
the rule pertaining to 40
feet is not new but the
BBMP has failed to act
against such establish-
ments mushroomed in re-
sidential areas. Unless the
BBMP acts, such establish-
ments will continue to op-
erate �outing the rules.

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
has stated that trade licenc-
es will not be granted for
shops established after
2015 on roads less than 40
feet wide in residential
zones, while establish-
ments on roads wider than
40 feet will have their li-
cences renewed only for
permitted activities.

BBMP Chief Commis-
sioner Tushar Giri Nath on
Monday released a circular
outlining the process for
renewing trade licences for
the �nancial year 2025-26
within the BBMP jurisdic-
tion. In order to maintain
transparency, renewal will
be carried out online. 

According to guidelines,
licences will not be re-
newed for businesses oper-
ating in unauthorised
structures or areas like
rooftops and parking
zones. Businesses esta-
blishments generating over
100 kg of waste daily must
show proof of waste pro-
cessing or disposal agree-
ments with
empanelled vendors.

Hotels and food busi-
nesses must comply with

BBMP issues norms 
for renewing trade
licences for 2025-26
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Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) Chief
Commissioner Tushar Giri
Nath has directed o�cials
to initiate action against
those responsible for in-
stalling unauthorised ad-
vertisements within BBMP
limits.

Speaking at a meeting
held on Monday at the
BBMP head o�ce to dis-
cuss various issues, Mr.
Nath emphasised the need
for strict measures to curb
illegal advertisements
across the city. His direc-
tions comes after The Hin-

du reported on gaps in im-
plementation of the
blanket ban on
advertisements.

He instructed o�cials to
identify unauthorised ad-
vertisements in all eight
zones under BBMP’s juris-
diction and ensure their

immediate removal.
Furthermore, legal ac-

tion, including �ling of
complaints, must be initiat-
ed against violators, he
said.

ID for street vendors
Meanwhile, a survey con-
ducted across the eight
BBMP zones has identi�ed
27,655 street vendors. Mr.
Nath directed o�cials to is-
sue ID cards to these ven-
dors and ensure they con-
duct business only in
designated areas. 

However, street vendors
and unions have pointed
out that it is in sharp con-
trast to 1.42 lakh street ven-
dors who have secured
loans under the PM Street
Vendors’ Atmanirbhar Nid-
hi (PMSVANidhi) scheme. 

Take stern action
against unauthorised
advertisements: Nath 
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A survey conducted
across the eight
BBMP zones has
identi�ed 27,655
street vendors

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP)
has introduced the Blu-
Green awards to honour in-
dividuals, communities, re-
sident welfare associations,
and educational institu-
tions making signi�cant
contributions to the Benga-
luru Climate Action and Re-
silience Plan (BCAP).

The BBMP in a press re-
lease said these awards
aim to acknowledge the ef-
forts of those addressing
climate challenges and
promoting sustainability.
By recognising such contri-
butions, the Climate Action
Cell seeks to inspire more
people to join the move-
ment towards meaningful
solutions.

The BluGreen awards

are open to all. Research-
ers, organisations, educa-
tional institutions, indivi-
duals, resident welfare
associations, and com-
munities committed to
combating climate change
in Bengaluru are encour-
aged to apply.

Interested participants
can submit their applica-
tions via Google Forms by
February 15, 2025. The ap-
plication link is available
on the BBMP Climate Ac-
tion Cell’s o�cial
website: https://apps.
bbmpgov.in/bcap/#engage

As part of this initiative,
BBMP will also release a
co�ee-table book featuring
all BluGreen projects in
Bengaluru. This book aims
to inspire collective action
by showcasing innovative
and impactful e�orts
across the city.

BBMP launches
BluGreen awards 
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The residents of Gempark
Address and the Bengaluru
Urban Villa Apartments’
Association (BUVA) have
�led a complaint against
the developer of the gated
villa community situated
in Sarjapur over the al-
leged lack of adequate se-
curity. They have alleged
that it resulted in the tragic
death of a seven-year-old
autistic boy.

The complaint was re-
gistered in the Sarjapur
police station.

The boy — Elvin D’Souza
— went missing on January
15. On January 16, his body
was found at Mattanahalli
lake following an intense

search by the police, pa-
rents and the residents.

The police registered a
complaint. A total of 43 re-
sidents have signed the
complaint, even as BUVA
has written separately to
the police. 

According to the com-
plaint, which was accessed
by The Hindu: “Despite re-
peated complaints from
the residents about poor
security at the gate prior to
this fatal incident, the buil-

vestigation into the negli-
gence by the builder.

M.V. Mahendra Krishna,
founder and president of
BUVA, said the BUVA is as-
sisting the residents as the
residents’ welfare associa-
tion (RWA) for Gempark is
not yet formed. He said
this is a joint development
venture and in the absence
of an RWA, the onus of se-
curity and maintenance is
on the builder who deve-
loped the land. Mr. Krishna
urged the police to take ne-
cessary action as per the
law. 

Ja�er Sadiq, developer
of Gempark Address, said,
“I will be meeting the resi-
dents on Tuesday to listen
to their grievances on the
prevailing problem.” 

der did not initiate action
to resolve the problem. We
are also receiving threats
from executives of the
building for sealing the
back gate through which
the boy wandered o�.”

The complaint further
alleged that the CCTV cam-
era footage of the gated
community suggests that
the boy was playing near a
tractor at the back gate in
the evening. The gate was
not shut after it was left
wide open by a labourer
who entered the private
property on the day the
specially-abled boy went
missing. The boy was cy-
cling near the gate. 

The complaint has
urged the police to register
an FIR and carry out an in-

After death of autistic boy at Sarjapur,
Gempark residents �le plaint against builder 
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The boy went
missing on January
15. His body was
found in Mattanahalli
lake following a
search, the next day

The Ashoknagar police
have booked a 23-year-old
employee of a leading �-
nancial services company
for allegedly misusing ₹7
crore belonging to Swiggy,
a food delivery company,
to invest in an online bet-
ting company.

Based on a complaint
�led by Showri Rajan, a se-
nior executive of the com-
pany, the police have
charged Srikant K., a mem-
ber of the accounting sup-
port team, charging him
under criminal breach of
trust and cheating.

According to the com-
plaint, the company pro-
vided accounting services
to many companies and
was entrusted with paying
their electricity bills across
the State.

Srikant, who has been
with the company for a
year, was assigned the job
and used to receive ₹1 to ₹2
crore every month from
Swiggy’s bank account.

Between June 2024 and
December 2024, Srikant al-
legedly diverted a total of
₹6,86,51,160 to BetinEx-
change247.com, an online
betting company.

The fraud came to light
when Swiggy found the
money transactions
amounting to around ₹ 7
crore deposited to the on-
line betting company’s ac-
count and brought it to the
notice of the senior of the
accused.

The company sum-
moned Srikant, who alleg-
edly admitted to the crime.
According to Mr. Rajan,
this amounts to cheating
and he has sought legal ac-
tion from the police.

₹7 cr. of food delivery
company ‘misused’ 
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