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T
he High Court of
Karnataka has
quashed criminal

proceedings initiated
against two members of the
faculty and seven students
of Centre for Management
Studies (CMS) of Jain
(Deemed-to-be) University
on the allegation that they
had insulted B.R. Ambed-
kar and Dalit communities
in a skit enacted during the
inter-collegiate Jain Univer-
sity Youth Fest-23 held in
February 2023 in the city.

Justice S.R. Krishna Ku-
mar passed the order while
allowing the petitions �led
by Dinesh Nilkant Borker,
Director of CMS, Prateek
Thodkar P., assistant pro-
fessor, and seven students. 

Sections Sections 153-A,
149 and 295-A of the Indian
Penal Code and Sections
3(1)(r)(s) and (v) of the Sche-
duled Caste and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atroc-
ities) Act, 1989, were in-
voked against the petition-
ers based on a complaint
lodged by an assistant di-
rector of the Social Welfare
Department of the State go-
vernment. 

Freedom of speech
“...The skit/short play per-
formed by the petitioners

was in the nature of satire/
entertainment, which is
protected under Article 19
of the Constitution of India,
which guarantees freedom
of speech and expression
and the FIR clearly does not
meet or satisfy the basic in-
gredients of the o�ences al-
leged against the petition-
ers,” the court observed.

It is pertinent to note
that the FIR has not been
lodged by a person, who is
the member of the SC/ST
community and there is no
material to indicate that the
petitioners had any speci�c
intention to insult or intimi-
date with an intent to humi-
liate a member of SC/ST
community in any place

within a public view, the
court observed further.

No ingredients of
o�ences
Moreover, the HC pointed
out that a perusal of the
complaint and the FIR as
well as the transcript of the
skit was su�cient to come
to the conclusion that the
“necessary ingredients con-
stituting the alleged o�enc-
es are conspicuously ab-
sent, especially when the
skit was done for mere/
sheer entertainment pur-
poses and not with any in-
tention to harm or humi-
liate any community or
race nor make any refe-
rence to a particular reli-

gion or religious belief.”
The skit was performed

as part of ‘MAD ADS’, an
event organised during the
festival to allow the stu-
dents to portray their act-
ing skills by authoring short
skits.

The petitioners had con-
tended that the skit was sa-
tirical in nature and re-
volved around the
reservation system and
classi�cation of class sys-
tem prevailing in society.
“In other words, the skit
seeks to criticise the entire
gamut of reservation sys-
tem and brings out the mes-
sage of equality as a moral,”
it has been stated in the pe-
tition.

HC quashes criminal case
against students, faculty of 
Jain (Deemed-to-be) University 

A file photo of Bangalore University students staging a protest against the alleged insult to 

B.R. Ambedkar and the Dalit community caused by a skit performed at Jain University Youth Fest-23 

in Bengaluru in February 2023.

The petitioners contended that the skit in question was satirical in nature and addressed social

issues of reservation and classi�cation of class system prevailing in society
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SKIT CONTROVERSY

During Ramzan, many hos-
tel and PG residents in Ben-
galuru face challenges in
arranging sehri, the pre-
dawn meal before fasting.
To address this, Bangalore-
Sehri has launched an in-
itiative to help people lo-
cate nearby sehri
arrangements. The plat-
form allows individuals to
register at bangaloresehri-
.in and locate sehri spots in
their locality, ensuring that
they can observe their fast
without worry.

This facility is particular-
ly useful for students and
working professionals who

may not have access to
proper sehri options. Sehri
(also called Suhoor) is an
essential meal before the
Fajr (dawn) prayer, provid-
ing energy and hydration
for the fast that continues
until sunset.

Bangaloresehri.in con-
nects students, single work-
ing professionals, and espe-
cially single women staying
in paying guest hostels and
other accommodations
with sehri providers across
Bengaluru during Ramzan.
The initiative enables ac-
cess to nutritious sehri
meals from mosques, ma-
drasas, jamaats, khankhas,
NGOs, and young
volunteers.

Sohail from Makkah
Masjid, Ramamurthy Nagar
shared, “As it becomes di�-
cult for people to walk out
at 3 a.m., and many hostels
and PGs have curfews, we
friends got together and
started this service. It’s free
for minority hostels and
hospitals.”

He further explained
that the service was initially
started four years ago for
caretakers in hospitals who
stayed overnight with pa-
tients, as they couldn’t step
out. “The response was
overwhelming, so we de-
cided to launch a dedicated
website last year to help
hostel residents. Thou-
sands bene�ted from it,

and we are continuing the
same this year,” he added.

Mazhar Khadri, one of
the core members of the
team running the initiative,
added, “We initially got a
request for sehri from one
of the government hospi-
tals at the time of lock-
down, and for that, we
reached out to one of the
hotels in Malleswaram. The
owner agreed to deliver hot
food at around 3 am, and
that inspired us to start this
service.”

If anyone is in need of
this service, they can visit
bangaloresehri.in, locate
their nearest provider’s
number, and place a re-
quest for delivery.

Online sehri service for city’s hostel, PG residents
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Kristu Jayanti College (Auto-
nomous) hosted the 11th
edition of Vidwat Sammilan
on Thursday. 

A.K. Bakhshi, founding
Vice-Chancellor, PDM Un-
iversity, Haryana, was the
chief guest. In his address,
he emphasised the impor-

tance of education in pro-
moting sustainable deve-
lopment. He discussed the
role of green chemistry in
achieving Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals and called
for a transdisciplinary ap-
proach to enhance aware-
ness and action on sustaina-
bility. Students and faculty
engaged in an interactive
session after the lecture. 

11th edition of Vidwat
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