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International conference on gender
mainstreaming and feminist forelgn pohcy

"May we remain steadfast
in our commitment to
feminist principles and
mainstreaming gender
perspectives to work to-
wards a world where all
people, regardless of gen-
der, can thrive," said Ms.
Avni Sablok, Research
Associate and Social Me-
dia Coordinator at the In-
dian Council of World
Affairs (ICWA), while
inaugurating the 11th In-
ternational Conference on
Gender Mainstreaming -
Feminist Foreign Policy
Approaches in the Con-
text of South Asia at Kris-
tu Jayanti College, Au-
tonomous on Tuesday.
Ms. Sablok described
ICWA's role as shaping
an Indian viewpoint on
international relations and
serving as a knowledge
repository in foreign pol-
icy debates. She dis-
cussed how feminist for-
eign policy has gained
ground in academia and
politics, challenging tra-
ditional power dynamics,
diplomacy, and govern-
ment. She cited Sweden

as the pioneer of feminist
foreign policy with its
2014 declaration, and
added that Canada,
France, Spain, and others
have now followed suit.
She also cited Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's
emphasis on financial in-
clusion, social security,
education, and entrepre-
neurship as critical com-
ponents of India's devel-
opment strategy.

In his Presidential Ad-
dress, Fr. Dr. Lijo P.
Thomas, Vice Principal,
Kristu Jayanti College
and CFO underlined the
necessity of promoting
gender equality in foreign
politics and diplomacy.

"This gathering is a testa-
ment to our collective
commitment to advancing
gender equality and re-
imagining global policies
in a way that prioritizes
justice, inclusivity, and
human dignity," the
speaker said.

Later sessions featured
keynote speeches from
prominent specialists
such as Dr. Esther Fitz-
patrick from the Univer-
sity of Auckland, Dr.
Simi Mehta, CEO of the
IMPRI Impact and Policy
Research Institute, Dr.
Anuradha Chenoy from
JNU, and Ms. Ambika
Vishwanath, Co-founder
of Maitri.
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