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This conference titled Gender Mainstreaming – ‘Feminist Foreign Policy’
Approaches in the Context of South Asia is an attempt to explore burgeoning
conversations around Feminist Foreign Policy in South Asia with tangential
focus on India. The ‘Global North’ has been focusing its attention on foreign
policy agendas that are transformative and unique beginning with Sweden
taking the initiative in 2014 focusing on rights, representation and resources
that impact women. This responsive approach was followed by Canada,
France, Luxemburg and Mexico drawing out the ‘Feminist International
Assistance’ policy in intersection with focusing on areas namely inclusive
governance, security, cross border trade and human rights. 
The definition and understanding of FFP is contextual. The feminist foreign Policy
that the EU adopted in relation to Iraq specifically focused on the Women, Peace
and Security (WPS) Agenda outlining a gendered perspective on conflict resolution.
Examples of India’s contribution towards gender equality must be explored in the
light of India’s ratified WPS agenda and (CEDAW) policies. This conference is an
exploration of how South Asia’s ‘Feminist Foreign Policies’ define its’ international
relations and diplomacy with states in the Global South that circumscribe India vis-
a-vis the Global North. A country’s foreign policy is a projection or extension of its
National Policy Agendas on a Global Scale. While exploring defense alliances,
regional peace and security is tangentially related to women’s peace and security in
conflict resolution. In security matters and defense perspectives bringing equity
from a gender perspective is imperative. In cross border trade relations, economic
interventions focusing on the marginalized and vulnerable become conducive only
with foreign policies that are strategically inclusive. Gender mainstreaming in
security and strategic issues must be reexamined with mindset-change in policy
making. The presence of women in the environment and climate debate can
facilitate SDG’s. The gender equity lens in South Asia’s foreign policy approach
builds in multi-dimensional perspectives into various aspects of policy making. 

Important Dates

KRISTU JAYANTI COLLEGE
Kristu Jayanti College, Autonomous, situated in Bengaluru, India, embodies the
educational vision of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara (1805-1871), the founder of the
religious congregation Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI). The College is
affiliated to Bengaluru North University and was reaccredited by NAAC with an A++
grade with a CGPAof 3.78 in December 2021. Recognized by UGC under the
categories 2(f) & 12(B), the College has been accorded Autonomous Status since
2013 by the University Grants Commission, Government of Karnataka & Bangalore
University. The Institution strives to fulfil its mission to provide educational
opportunities to all aspiring youth to excel in life by developing academic
excellence, fostering values, creating civic responsibility, inculcating environmental
concern, and building global competencies in a dynamic learning environment.

WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT CELL
The Women’s Empowerment Cell (WEC) has been constituted to empower and
safeguard the rights and responsibilities of women. The cell works to promote
gender sensitivity in society and conducts diverse programmes to educate women
in this area. It also organizes workshops and sensitization programmes for the
students to empower them. With the motto “Educate and Empower”, the cell
organizes various activities throughout the year which include annual conferences,
workshops, guest lectures and awareness programmes on the current social issues
faced by women for the betterment of the society. The cell also focuses on
empowering and strengthening the confidence of women students to mold them
into future women leaders and entrepreneurs.

CONCEPT NOTE

Papers are invited focusing on but not limited to the
following broader themes and subthemes:

Inclusive policymaking related to defense, geopolitics, trade,
health, and the environment in South Asia. 
Gender-conscious approach in security, democracy, and
diplomacy on the subcontinent. 
Foreign Policies in south Asia 
Women’s Rights 
Human Rights 
Refugee Rights 
Environment and Climate Justice 
Women in Policy making 
Cross Border Trade Relations 
Maritime Justice 
Gender in Geo-Politics 
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